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Photos by Bruce Cotler/Special to The News 


Pallbearers carry the casket of Robert G. Wilmers out of Manhattan’s St. Bartholomew Church following a 
90-minute funeral service Thursday. The M&T Bank chairman and CEO died unexpectedly Saturday. 


Sons eulogy describes 
devoted family man 


By Matt GLYNN 


NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER 


NEW YORK - For all the acco- 
lades showered on the late Robert 
G. Wilmers for his business accom- 
plishments and generosity, Christo- 
pher Wilmers knew him as someone 
else: Dad. 

The younger Wilmers recalled a 
father who indulged the shifting in- 
terests of his childhood, took a prac- 
tical approach to life, and was devot- 
ed to his family. 

“What a dad he was,” Christo- 


Mourners holding funeral programs 
leave St. Batholemew’s Church following 
the service for Robert G. Wilmers. 


pher Wilmers said Thursday at his 
father’s funeral service. “He taught 
me how to ride a bike and how to 
buckle my ski boots. He taught me 
how to disarticulate my opponents 
in pingpong.” 

Christopher Wilmers and oth- 
ers brought a personal dimension 
to memories of Wilmers, the M&T 
chairman and CEO who died unex- 
pectedly at 83 on Saturday. The fu- 
neral was held at St. Bartholomew’s, 
an Episcopal church in midtown 
Manhattan. 

Hundreds of mourners packed 
the church for the 90-minute ser- 
vice, including family members, 


See Wilmers on Page A12 


ECC has third-lowest graduation rate 
among community colleges in New York 


By Jay ToKaAsz 


leges, trailing only Orange County Community 


Lawyers finalize 
preparations 
for Percoco trial 


Governors name likely to be evoked 
during case against longtime adviser 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


ALBANY - Gov. Andrew M. 
Cuomo isn’t a defendant and 
he doesn’t expect to be a wit- 
ness when the first public cor- 
ruption trial involving a former 
member of his administration 
and some of his biggest contrib- 
utors begins next month. 

But from the opening mo- 
ments, potential jurors are like- 
ly to hear Cuomo’s name in a 
trial that could have political 
implications for the governor 
and his 2018 re-election plans. 

“Do you have strong positive 
or negative views about Gover- 
nor Cuomo or his administra- 
tion?” acting U.S. Attorney Joon 
H. Kim recently wrote as one of 
his proposed list of questions 
for potential jurors. 

“Based on anything you have 
read, seen or heard about this 
case or about any allegations of 
bribery or corruption related to 
the Governor’s Office, have you 
formed any opinion about any of 
the defendants that might make 
it difficult for you to be a fair and 
impartial juror in the case?” de- 
fense lawyers proposed as a 
question for jurors. 

After hundreds of motions 
and other legal maneuverings 
over the past 14 months, law- 
yers for both sides have now be- 
gun the nitty-gritty work that 
paves the way for the trial to 
begin Jan. 8 of Joseph Percoco, 
a longtime close associate of 
Cuomo, and three businessmen 


New York Times 


Joseph Percoco, left, a 
former close aide to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, is now 
facing corruption charges. 


charged in a bribery, fraud and 
extortion corruption scheme. 

Until recently, prosecutors 
and lawyers for the Buffalo Bil- 
lion defendants have been wag- 
ing a voluminous legal paper- 
work battle before a federal judge 
over evidence, legal soundness of 
the charges and timing and loca- 
tion for the trials. 

Now, as U.S. District Court 
Judge Valerie E. Caproni made 
clear last week, it’s game time. 

Inacourt filing last Monday, 
lawyers for the four defendants 
submitted a proposed question- 
naire for prospective jurors. 

In its succinct description of 
the criminal case, the lawyers 
said the charges against their 
clients involve “public corrup- 
tion offenses involving the New 
York State Governor’s Office.” 


See Trial on Page A9 


‘Connected’ playthings 
pose risk of hacking 


High-tech toys may 
lack basic security 


By SHEERA FRENKEL 


NEW YORK TIMES 


SAN FRANCISCO - My 
Friend Cayla, a doll with near- 


doll only ifthey disconnected its 
ability to connect to the inter- 
net, the feature that also allows 
in hackers. And the Norwegian 
Consumer Council called Cayla 
a “failed toy.” 

The doll is not alone. As the 
holiday shopping season en- 
ters its frantic last days, many 


NEWS STARE REPORTER WNY community College at 20 percent and Westchester Com- ly waist-length golden hair manufacturers are promoting 
college grad rates munity College at 17 percent. But ECC also im- that talks and responds to chil- “connected” toys. Shoppers can 
Three-quarters of students who entered a proved its rate by three percentage points com- dren’s questions, was designed also find a smartwatch for kids, 
community college in New York failed to earn pared with 2008. to bring delight to households. a droid from the recent “Star 
a degree within three years, according to a re- 6° ö Two-thirds of the state’s community colleg- But there is something elsethat Wars” movies and a furry little 
cent Center for an Urban Future analysis of 30% 30% es had graduation rates under 30 percent. Just Cayla might bring into homes: Furby. These gadgets can all 
graduation rates. one school - Guttman Community College in hackers and identity thieves. connect with the internet to in- 
A quarter of the 56,000 students who en- E New York City — had a graduation rate above Earlier this year,Germany’s teract-aCayla doll can whisper 
tered 36 community colleges in the state in Jamestown Niagara 40 percent. Federal Network Agency, the to children in several languag- 
2013 graduated by 2016, and less than a third The report, “Struggling to the Finish Line,” country’s regulatory office, la- es that she’s great at keeping se- 
of students who started in 2010 completed their was released Thursday morning by the New beled Cayla “an illegal espio- crets, for example, while a plush 
studies within six years. 29% 22% York City-based think tank. It examined com- nage apparatus” and recom- Furby Connect doll can smile 
Erie Community College’s graduation rate pletion rates for full-time, degree-seeking mended that parents who have back and laugh when tickled. 
of 22 percent was the third-lowest among all one destroy it. Retailers there 
State University of New York community col- Genesee Erie See Rates on Page A12 were told they could sell the See Toyson Page A12 
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